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Talk-show host
airs on the side
of hot issues

By Stephanie Shapiro

Seadl Writer

n the studio of a shabby Owings
Mills radio station, Zohara M. 1)
ecronimus adjusts her earphones
and prepares for launch Into talk
radio hyperspace
After a tinkly musical cue, she
begins a bewtldering monologue
a “Late Moming Show with Zoh"
trademark — that leapfrogs from
Passover’s celebration of freedom
to whether the Red Sea's parting
Was & natural or supernatural oc-
currence (o a savage attack on Olf
ver North, who Is a guest host on
Rush Limbaugh's national radio
talk show for a few days
“How do you feel about decety
ing the American people? How do
you feel about others going behind
Q)x;— back and dealing In wea or drugs
tever with covert money?” she rhetorical:
ly asks Mr. North
She demands further, "While your cute Iittle
statement ‘broadtasting from a bunker In
Washinglon®” went across the alrwaves yester-
day, why don't American cittzens have any
bunkery
Ms. Hieronimus careens from one hot-button
topic to another with syntax-murdering zeal
Pelting listeners with opinions, she follows he
own script and refers o highlighted p.nu,,n
from five newspapers she reads datly In prepara
tion for the show
In a vitriolic news recap, Ms. Hieronimus
takes on New York Times commentator Leslie
Gelb’s waflling position on the Bosntan war
Zbigniew Brzezinskl's new book, violations of
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, germ war
- = fare and President Clinton’s plan 1o ensure that
s pucsasostay moto  all American children are vaccinated
“At 2 months old, let's shoot our babiles full of
poison.” she modest] 0OZINg sarcas
Zoh Hieronimus Is a rarity as a female talk-show m-lwm,m,‘m”’""”‘" "8
host, and In her fondness for pushing hot
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meromvs,om1.— (Qliver North to the evil of inoculation

Listen to Zoh go: from the Red Sea

“Ah, Zoh,” she answers hendf

On WCBM (AM 680), a local talk-
radio station known for its conserva-

cares about it, she retains it.”

As a female talk show host, Ms.
Hieronimus, 39, is a rarity, although
her ranks are ng. according to
the National Association of Radio
Talk Show Hosts. In November, she
was hired to take over the troubled 9
amtollam, Umeslotoecupleg;,n
the past by Rudy Miller, among oth-
ers. This week, the winter Arbitron
ratings book will rule for the first
Umeo&m.ﬂlemnlmm'u:lofmms
voice, slippery segues and ettered
politics.

Joseph Meyerhoff, and the third
g‘a“@terdﬂlncyumunhtc

:gmucyemnﬂ.lh.ﬂlmﬂxmm

Ms. Hieronimus' philanthropic activ-
ism exhlbltrsn :.ﬂucdy mdepe:?mv

Interpretation of the public good.

Nearly 10 years ago, she founded
the Ruscombe Mansion Community
Health Center, which houses offices
l'orprndltlmer:ld - . rolf-
Ing, massage, homeopathy, as
as the Institute for the Study of the
Imagination.

New Paradigm
With husband Robert R. Hieroni-
mus, a syndicated radio talk show
host, she runs a pro bono production
company that offers unsolicited
ideas and research about the New

Paradigm (a term she prefers to New
Age) movement to the mass media.

Last month, the Hieronimuses
launched a program to establish four
mmmm_{:&m-
more Negro League players. The pro-
gram was funded through a $15,000
mpmided by the Children of

P. and

: M. Meyerhoff
Philanthropic Fund of the Assoclated

:

short .

would change her name to Zohara,
“soul of life,” a name derived from the
cabbala, the Jewish system of the
occult. Mr. Meyerhoff still calls her

Ms. Hieronimus has always ex-
pressed teous anger at social In-
eqmﬁesmanlnmtedhu'\mdau-
thority, her family says.

She was also a “clairvoyant” child,
who routinely saw g mﬁ:
and frightening creatures,
Hieronimus says. She does not dis-
miss the possibility that she was
once abducted by a UFO.

“Jill was always playing with the
edge of life, that was my sense,” says
her sister Mrs. Hendler.

RUSCOMBE'S MISSION

One of Ms. Hieronimus® most de-
finitive experiences came at 3.
when she deliberately into
deep water in the family “There
I was, drowning In the pool, and all
of a sudden the Blessed Mother, as |
have come to know her . . . this enor-

the water.

It was, "My first psychic crisis
that there are limits as to what we
can or cannot do. . . . My smallness
was | think In part why | became
fearless. It was to cover up some
form of insecurity,” Ms. Hieronimus

ys.
At an early age, Ms. Hieronimus
embarked on a study of world rell-

of thera chi

revitalized.

xmmm...um-u
individual, emphasizing
procedures,

sharing a house.”

Every year, G.MmmtomcRimmbeMambnOmnmunlty
Health Center in Northwest Baltimore take advan of alternative

huummmnr%rlgfmmmmwm ng. a form
that resem ropractic.

In tion to offering services such as astrological
consulting, self-defense Instruction, herbal therapy and homeopathic
medicine, lhch:nnhccntuon Yellowwood Avenue also houses a
weekly organic food co-op: an Egyptian room, where visitors may
nwdualcmagddmmamhpmd;andagnchme,mwbcmg

In Its brochure, Ruscombe’s professional staff of 24 assures

the natural healing process within

use of non-toxic and non-invasive

" For Zoh Hieronimus, Ruscombe's founder, that guarantee
is the fulfillment of a calling she had In 1975 to bulld an alternative
health facility. She says that a good amount of the trust fund Income
avallable to her goes toward keeping Ruscombe “in the black.”

Open nearly 10 years, Ruscombe Is run by consensus. Staff
members meet regularly to voice concerns. meditate and discuss
chosen topics. One psychotherapist who works there says the center is
less like a health clinic and “more like a famlily, or a bunch of people




Ms. Hicronimus was diagnosed with
Crohn's disease, a chronic intestinal
inflammation. Her parents never
told her what she was suffering
from, fearing that their daughter's
adventurous nature :hou :nd be
squelched If she knew she a
chronic {liness.

That decision did more harm

In the course of her travels, Ms.
Hieronimus returned to Baltimore,
where she met Bob Hieronimus, the
leader of the Aquarian University of
Maryland and a commune called
Savitria, both located at Ruscombe
Mansion, on Yellowwood Avenue In
Baltimore

Later, when they became reac-
quainted, Ms. Hieronimus knew she
had met her future husband. “What
really saved me was meeting Bob. |
don't know where my life would
have gone,” Ms. Hieronimus says.
The two shared a passion for the es-
oteric arts, spiritual Inquiry and a
commitment to the public,
she says. “We were like two little
happy péas in a pod.”

Shortly before they were married,
Ms. Hieronimus was again stricken
with the symptoms of Crohn's dis-
case and underwent a resection of
the Intestine. After surgery, she re-
Jected recommended therapy
for 3 Y. an or-

and stress management. Today
she is healed, Ms. Hieronimus says.

The Ruscombe health center,
which grew out of Ms. Hieronimus'
own search for alternative healing
methods, opened in 1984 on the site
of the disbanded

commune,

Ms. Hieronimus' days are spent
nurturing Ruscombe and spending
time with daughter Anna, born In
1987. She also crams for her dally

the radio station by 7 a.m. to scour
the newspapers.

Like her other contributions, Ms.
Hieronimus' radio re-
flects her eclectic public service ef-
forts,

psychic Gordon Michael-Scallion on
why a third of the continental United
States will soon tumble Into the sea.

On an::t‘:xcr. Ms. :i‘leronlmua
questions the authority of the IRS to
audit tax returns and fingers the
UnﬂedNaﬂaunpnndaenmpn~
cy to create a one-world dictatorship.
On a laid-back, rainy Friday, she
takes a look at old-time ra-
dio. The next y. It's real-life
vampires.

Murky ideological ground

As Ms. Hieronimus traverses her
New Paradigm frontier, she often
landaonlhemurkymmalmrf
where far right meets far left.

Not surprisingly, critics from both

political poles aim. Ms. Hieroni-
mus Is frequently tweaked on air by

conservative She Is also
derided by ve listeners who
fear she is W 's sacrificial liberal
lamb.

Even Ms. Hieronimus' other sis-
ter, Terry Rubenstein, a staunch
Democrat and gun-control supporter
says, “Sometimes, I'll be drivi
along, [istening to Zoh, and I
think], ‘I can't belleve she said that.’
... I've cautioned her on a few

&n&a::wtkubuidn:ﬂn‘s

right, 's cautious, she's not

ing to be effective.” <]
Mr. whose 21st Cen-

m%am

'Ms. Hierontmus freely admits that
her convictions escape political pi-
geonholes.

6.

lings.

Occupation: WCBM talk-show host,
guiding spirit of Ruscombe Mansion
Community Health Center.

Married to: Robert R. Hieronimus,
(o k o Dr. Bob), syndicated talk show
host, author of “Your Personal Win-
ning Lottery Numbers,” muralist,
Davghter: Anna, who just turned

Siblings: Terry Rubenstein, Lee M.
Hendler, Joseph Meyerhoff,

Favorite childhood book: “The
Yeorling,” by Marjorie Kinnon Raw-
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Zoh

Hieronimus
Favorite grown-up book: "Ulysses,” by Jomes Joyce.
Favorite way to relax: Toking o both.

‘ Loves: Kosher dill pickles.
WthoWwwﬂhurmMMﬁomwwn
moMM.&lﬂdeMwﬂmo«m.
Noxvm(mm)nom-.wmmwm
dren,

Simplistic assumptions are “what
ﬁus Into a fine mess to beglin with,”
Hieronimus says. Her measure

of political and soclal viabllity |s |

“anything that contributes to a just
and sustainable future.”

As New crusaders, Zoh
and Bob Hieronimus often cross

which they'll soften up or won't do,
to the cover-up of the danger of nu-
clear energy and nuclear radiation,

lhepotmnln%o(duw\sam h
many people have cancer.” ¥
Qualified sympathy -

She has qualified sympathy for
the John Birch Soclety and Lyndon
LaRouche. “These groups have at-
tracted thousands and In some cases
- -4 addtun:
something In there that
thelr emotions and intellectual
needs,” Ms. Hieronimus says.

In her briefcase, Ms. Hieronimus
k::p‘::booklet lists members of
. -

2ol nes ElPramadetes T3 alond o o

supposably Innocuous little of
2,000 nsiders who . . . put out

review.” In fact, she says, the coun-
cll's goal is a “very deliberate plan to
undermine the sovereignty of our na-

But Ms. Hieronimus is also pre-
pared for the worst. Certain that
war, environmental disaster or soclal
unrest will soon converge with world
religious proph lo cause a cata-
clysmic event, . her husband,
and several other families have built
an underground shelter somewhere
m&lmcountyeq;nmm
two months' worth of food and wa-
ter. “There are no empty beds,
there’.noroomatu:ehm.'ﬂneuyu
with a laugh.

Ma.Hletonlmmblhom“xg
aunallanunl.'lamm.mpm.
revolver, a semiautomatic arifle.
I'own a shotgun and I'm to get
a permit to carry a gun,”
lm"-lfnyl thm@ time period in

we go a
&:sah of natural disasters . . .

t shut all serv-
ices, evmfaaweekwwmtdoyw
think people are to do who
have no food in their homes?

“I don't want to die over a loaf of
brud.'Ms.Hkmnmunnya'ltm
think my life Is worth more
that. ... It's a Boy Scout-prudent

it i s D




