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Colorful mural
added to edifice

BY AMANDA DRUCKMAN
News-Letter Staff

Bob Marley, Harriet Tubman,
Jackie Joyner-Kersee and a yellow
submarine: where on earth would
one find such an eclectic gathering
of symbols of unity and leadership,
pride and achievement?

Take a stroll to the Safe and
Smart Community Center on
Greenmount Avenue and you've
found the answer. Along the side
wall outside of the center, which is
operated out of the Offices of Vol-
unteer Services of the Johns Hop-
kins University, exists a newly cre-
ated mural which will, according to
Safe and Smart Center Executive
Director Lorig Charkoudian, “at-
tractattention to both thework that
the center does and the community
itself.”

Beginning in November 1995, the
Safeand Smart Centerworked in con-

junction with community groups to
create something that would repre-
sent what the center works for an to
instill pride in the Greenmount com-
munity as well.
t1o-Eventually the'idea ofithe mural

wassuggested andadopted. Dr.Rob:+- ..
ert Hieronymus not only designed. -

“thémural entitled “A LittleHelp frém”
Our Friends,” but he also donated
his services in overseeing the paint-
ing of the mural and helped in the
fundraising for the project.

Dr. Hieronymus also created the
1968 mural “The Apocalypse” that
hangsin Levering Hall near the Johns
Hopkins University Office of Volun-
teer Services.

A majority of the funding for this
project was facilitated by the Associ-
ated Jewish Community Federation
of Baltimore and the Johns Hopkins
Young Alumni Fund.

New look for Greenmount
Safe and Smart Center

"~ Before a final design was com-

pleted by Dr. Hieronymus, he, along
with the Greenmount community
and the Safe and Smart Center spent
many months deciding just who and
what would go in the mural.

The visages and images which
adorn the finished product are:
Rachel Carson, children, Leon Day,a
dragon, Bob Dylan, E.T., Mahatma
Gandhi. Liu Gang, Jackie Joyner-
Kersee, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rob-
ert H. Levi, Bob Marley, Memorial
Stadium, Harriet Tubman, a UFO,
Waverly Market, and a yellow sub-
marine.

Dr. Hieronimusexpresses that the
final visions and portraits in the col-
orful muralare, “an interesting com-
bination between the ideas of the
community and those which are my
own ideas.”

Although he would have most
liked to see Thomas Jefferson in the
piece, Dr.Hieronimusisboth pleased
with and enthusiastic about the fin-
ished product.

COURTESY OF BILL TIEFENWERTH
The new mural at the Safe and Smart Center on Greenmount Avenue.

Dr. Hieronimus states that in ad-
dition to maybe being the last piece
hewill ever do, the mural is probably
“the most unusual piece like it ever
put on a wall.”

The artists who actually painted
the work are Katie Butler, BFA; Lyle
Kissack, BFA; and Gerald. Dr.
Hieronimus usuallydoesnothireart-
ists to paint his creations because it
requiresalaboriousattentiontoeach
separate task they perform.

However, those he employed to
work on the project “realized the feel-
ing that needed to be conveyed and
in turn were fired up for the project.”

The artists labored for over thir-
teen days for about 12-14 hours a
day.

During the painting of the mural
in August and the time leading up to
this point both the Safe and Smart

Center and Dr, Hieronim
ceived nothingbut positiv
“There have been no neg
cisms at all. I am shock:
usually a project of this 1
ners some type of negatiV
Even those who were init
favor ofthe projectcameas
theysaw how beautiful the
work was and how it
rally the community,”
Hieronimus.

In order to use the pi
faces represented on thé
Dr. Hieronimus had to ¢
cial permission from the fi
representatives of those
whose visions he sought |

What made it somew
gain permission to use
which now decorate the v
simple fact that Dr. H
would receive absolutely
from this project.

The individuals on the
mostinspire Dr. Hieronin
Dylan, Bob Marley, and
Liu Gang, the Chinese di:

Dr. Hieronimus is e)é
cited that Mr. Gangm
the official opening of tH
October 12.

In addition to Mr. G:
members of nearly ever
pictured on the mural w
tendanceaswellasthe bar
ing Spoonful, who are
friends of Dr. Hieronimt

“Everyhumanbeingis
Weemulateamore positi'
werealize thatthereexisth
than simply material or
what the mural is about
Hieronimus.
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«LEON DAY- HALLOP FAME PITCHER 2.ROBERT H. LEVI BUSINESS LEADER,
HILANTHROPIST. 3. HARRIET TUBMAN-FREED SLAVES THROUGH THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 4. WAVERLY MARKET 5. MEMORIAL -STADIUM
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.- PRINCE OF PEACE. 7.BOB DYLAN-FOLK ROCK
“MUSICIAN. 8.BOB MARLEY-REGGAE MUSICIAN. 8.YELLOW SUBMARINE - THE
BEATLES. 10. UFO-HIGHER LIFE. 11. ET- EXTRATERRESTRIALS

12.RACHEL CARSON-ENVIRONMENTALIST. 13. DRAGON-WISDOM. _ -

LIU GANG-STUDENT ACTIVIST, BEIJING, CHINA.

95, JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE - WINNER OF 8 OLYMPIC' MEDALS.

AL MAHATMA GHANDI - FOUNDER OF INDIAN NATION, NON-VIOLENT ACTIVIST.
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"A Little Help From Our Friends® by Bob Hieronimus->Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Gandhi, Liu Gang, Dragon, ET, Yellow Submarine, Rachel Carson



