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The story o

I'he vear was 1968, and arust Dy, Bob

Hicronimus was commissioned to pant ¢
mural at lohns Hopkins University. That
summer, though. he got a better offer.

T embarked on a very mteresting

summer visiting backstage with rock and
rollers like i Hendrix,” he recalls. " We

would share intormation on various thin

like UFOs, Atlantis, reincarnation. and cs-
pecially the eve in the triangle and
tound on the back of the $1 bill”

pyramid

ISSUE

' WOODSTOCK

‘Light, the famous ‘Woodstock Bus’

Around the same tume, Bob Grimm, who
sang with the group Light, approached FHi-
eronimus about another pamting project

— namely, Grimm asked him to “turn his
tour bus into a 'magic bus,

Putting ofl h

one that would result ina 2

lohns Hopkins project
JO0-square
foot design titled “Apocalypse™ — for the
time being, Hieronimus went to work
on the Light bus, a 1963 Kombi VW that
Grimm named after his band. Grimm, along
with friends and fellow bandmates, would
drive the bus, painted by Hieronimus,
to Woodstock. That bus
would become famous
“I had heard
that pictures ol
it had appeared
in Rolling Stone
m 1969, but did
not see it until
the carly 19705
from friends
who sent it to
me,” says Hi-
eronmus. “Then

I started seemng it pop up i CI retrospec

tives and i anmversary article

I'he most tamous image of the bus was
taken by the Associated Press, It features
Light members Trady Morgal and Rick
Peters sitting on top holding an umbrella
1o protect them against the ram

“This photo has been used around the
world without my knowing anvthing about
it says Hierommus, “1 think it was used
hecause the symbaols on the bus helped
convey the message ol Woodstock.”

According 1o heronimus, many ol
the symbols and themes mcluded m his
“Apocalypse” mural are reflected in “Tight,
ak.a. the Woodstock bus.

“They were both panted during an in
tense period of study for me.”

remembers
Hieronimus. “T was immersed in the study
of symbols and their effect on the collec
tive unconscions.”

Vivid and colorful, the Woodstock Bus
has, in ttsell, become a symbaol of the 605,
And with celebrations of the 40th anniver
iry of Woodstock well under way, what

better time for a collectors’ diecast model

of the bus to come out? Due out m August
is a fully detaled replica of the pamted VW
bus "Light” from SunStar Diecastas o 1/12
scale model. A 1o-page hooklet on the his
tory and symbolic imterpretation ol the bus
is included with it Orderimg iformation is

avatlable ar www. 2 IstCentury Radio.comy/
lightbus. Coming soon is another Weh site,
www. WoodstockBus.com,

So. what happenced to the origial hus?

"The ongimal bus, untortunately, was lasi
seen partially bemg held rogether by the
paint job.” savs Fheronmus., “lts eventual
demise 1s a it of mystery to us m this day
and age TEwasn’t my bus,alter all T pamt
ed it on commuission tor Bob Grimm, who
after Light broke up, headed 1o England 1o
tour with the Four Seasons ... today neither
of us can remember what eventually
happened to the bus in the end. 11°s sad. bui

I'm afraid it”

one

s long gone.” GM

Find it online

Read mora about the Woodstock bus on
the World's Forgottan Boy blog at www
goldminemag.com




